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DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY, SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER: YEAR C 
By Fr. Moses Iyogwoya 
 
Today’s liturgy, especially the readings, point to the Divine Mercy of God. Our Lord 
Jesus Christ reveals to St. Maria Faustina that the second Sunday of Easter the 
Church should celebrate the Divine Mercy of God in a special way. Many years 
before this revelation, Jesus in the Gospel reading today instructs and empowers 
the Apostles to forgive sins. He thereby establishes the Sacrament of Confession or 
Reconciliation. Our opening prayer for today’s celebration opens with the words 
“God of everlasting mercy…” The first stanza of the responsorial psalm repeatedly 
tells us: “His mercy endures forever”. God’s mercy is infinite. No sin of ours can be 
greater than the love and mercy of God. Appreciation of the mercy of God is seen 
in a community in which the word of God is fully alive and active. 
 
The first reading tells us that a great number of persons were converted to the faith 
as a result of the ministry of the Apostles. Conversion to the faith is the work of 
God’s mercy and love. We see how great signs and wonders were worked among 
the people at the hands of the apostles such that even the very shadow of Peter 
cured the sick. Those who came from outside Jerusalem were also witness and 
beneficiaries of the miracles. This is again the mercy of God at work. The mercy of 
God was really at work in the community of the believers. Like Peter and the other 
disciples, we are called today to be agents of God’s mercy by praying and caring for 
others who are sick or facing challenges by bringing God’s word and love to them. 
 
In the second reading we see the encounter John had with the one that lives 
forever, who holds the keys of “Death and Hades”. He is none other than Jesus 
Christ, The Divine Mercy Himself. The King of kings that govern and lead the world; 
he is the High Priest and the only Sacrifice acceptable to God that takes away our 
sins. He reigns forever with Love and Mercy. 
 
The Gospel drives us to the realization that Faith in God is not seeing to believe but 
believing so to see. This explains why the Church teaches us that faith is a 
supernatural gift of God which enables us to believe without doubting whatever 
God has revealed. The encounter of Thomas with Jesus should lead us to a better 
faith in God, we must not see before we believe. Jesus exclaims rightly in the 
Gospel, when he says, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe,” John 

20:29. We do not need to see the host and wine turned flesh and blood after the 
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prayer of consecration before we can believe; we do not need to see the spirit of 
the dead before we believe there is a life after; we do not need to see angels at 
mass on the sanctuary before we believe our sacrifices are accepted by God. 
Though some have been privileged to see like Thomas, yet, we do not have to see 
to believe. Thomas’ cry “My Lord and my God” is more than an act of faith, he must 
have felt the deep hole on the side and the mangled hand of Jesus and became 
overwhelmed with the reality of what Jesus went through during crucifixion. We 
must come to this realization, and when we do, we cannot but cry or shout aloud 
daily “My Lord and my God”. 
 
As baptized Christians we are Easter people, we are Eucharistic people, alleluia is 
our song. The world may not know Jesus, yet the world looks up to us to be a model 
of forgiveness. Having received that renewal and empowerment, the disciples 
became models of Christ to the world by renewing it, forgiving its sins, and granting 
it peace. We must show example in the hurts and disappointments in our 
relationships with family and friends, and to offer people the opportunity to turn 
from their bad ways and to lead them towards the light of Christ. We have been 
chosen as the light of the world, “You are the light of the world” Matt 5:14. The world 
is waiting for the Church to go about healing people and forgiving them in the name 
of Jesus, while we still carry with us the wounds of persecution and injustice. The 
Church is expected to rid the world of disease and sin through the Sacraments. We 
are expected to hold fast to our confession that Jesus Christ our Lord, risen from 
the dead, has brought forgiveness, healing, hope, and renewal to the world. The 
world expects that like Christ, we will bring love, joy, and peace to all, especially 
the sick, poor, and needy because we are signs of Christ living presence. On this 
Divine Mercy Sunday, our worship will not be complete if we do not go out today 
to practically forgive those who may still be held prisoners in our hearts and are 
eating and killing us when we see them. 
 
 As God extends his mercy to us, we are called upon to extend that same mercy to 
everyone, “Blessed are the merciful for they shall have mercy shown to them,” 
Matt.5:7. When we extend mercy to others, we will create a more humane society. 
This does not mean that there should be no justice, without justice we will have a 
state of anarchy. Justice must be seen to be done and done well. And we must 
forgive and seek justice with mercy. Mercy is the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 
We should never miss an opportunity to confess our sins because by so doing, we 
also receive strength from on high not to go back to those sins anymore. This 
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sacrament is our Easter Gift; it is God’s own way of practicing what he teaches us 
to do; to forgive not just seven times but seventy-seven times seven times. We are 
children of the Divine Mercy of God. If we believe in God, we should believe in the 
power of confession to wipe away your sins. We should not be like Thomas who 
wanted to see before believing.  


