
Happy Palm Sunday  
PALM SUNDAY OR PASSION SUNDAY, YEAR C 
  
Passion Sunday begins the Holy Week that commemorates the last week of Jesus’ earthly life. On this 
day, we recall how Jesus entered Jerusalem triumphantly as a King. To the onlooker, it would seem as 
though Jesus had now come to gain so much popularity and acceptance that people gave him a “red-
carpet” reception spreading palm branches and even their clothes on the ground for him. But, by the 
time we come to the passion narrative; we see the story had changed. 
  
The mysterious servant of God in the first reading speaks in first person and gives us an account of what 
happened to him; he was chastised, insulted, spat upon, slapped in the face, beaten up, treated badly 
and shamefully, but he never responded or reviled back because he puts his trust in God. The Passion 
narrative leaves us with no doubt who this suffering Servant is. The cry of the psalmist: “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?” Rather than being a cry of despair is one of trust in God. God was 
with his Son throughout his agony on the Cross and death. During the trials and challenges we face in 
our journey of life, especially in the practice of our faith and bearing witness to Christ, we can be sure 
that the Lord is with us. “I have called you by name: You are mine. When you pass through the waters, I 
will be with you; in the rivers you shall not drown. When you walk through fire, you will not be burned; 
Isaiah 43:1-2. Also, Jesus says, “I will be with you always to the end of time,” Matt 28:20. 
  
The second reading presents us with the humility of Jesus that made him to descend from heaven to 
earth and from earth back to heaven. Jesus lived humbly carrying out the mission entrusted to him by 
the Father. In the first part of the Gospel reading at the Procession, he entered Jerusalem with all 
humility. The animal on which he rode was given to him and the garments that were put on the colt and 
on the ground for him to ride on. He was not carried away by this honor. This is the mother of all virtues 
for Jesus to suffer the humiliation of death on a Cross, a death reserved for criminals, yet he never 
altered a word of hanger. 
  
The Passion narrative presents us with the conspiracy of the Jews and the Romans against Jesus. It also 
gives us the cowardly and indecisive stance of Pontius Pilate. All these worked toward the crucifixion 
and death of Jesus. Our world is still full of conspiracies, cowardly and indecisive leadership in which 
many innocent people suffer or die. Hear the loud exclamation of “Save us son of David” turns to “Away 
with him, crucify him”. Often times, we save the wrong things and crucify the right things in life. We 
save death and crucify life; we save cheating and crucify transparency; we save fornication or adultery 
and crucify chastity; we save lies and crucify truth; we save self-centeredness and crucify others; we 
save laziness and crucify hard work; we save gossip and crucify silence; we save hatred/malice and 
crucify reconciliation; we save conflict and crucify peace; we save pretense and crucify originality; we 
save bribery and crucify uprightness, they saved Barabbas and crucified Jesus. If after this experience of 
Christ Passion, Death and Resurrection, we return to our lives of cheating, lies and dupes, it will be 
“away with us”, “away with us”, because we are not ready to walk in the path that leads to eternal life 
with God. 
  
Peter had promise that he will be with Jesus against all odds, yet he denied him. But Jesus forgives him 
and restored him to a renewed relationship. One of the two criminals crucified alongside Jesus abuses 
Jesus; the other criminal realizes his personal culpability in the crime, acknowledges Jesus’ innocence, 
and makes a prayerful request, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” Jesus responds, 
“Truly I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” As true disciples of Jesus, we must rely on 
and ensure that our lives always announce Jesus as Lord in whatever we do. Each time we commit sin, 



we betray Christ like Judas and deny him like Peter. By helping others, we become like Simon of Cyrene 
who helped Jesus carry his cross. Again, as true disciples of Jesus, we should be able to watch and pray 
with Jesus. 
  
We must adopt the attitude of Jesus who so humbled himself to the extent that it was difficult to 
differentiate him from his Apostles. Let us pray for love and justice as we pray and work with the God of 
justice, mercy and compassion. Let us be convinced that our dependence on God will lead us to desire 
the imitation of God who created us for himself. God is ever working, drawing us closer and closer to 
himself. Let us proceed in life with a firm faith that through all the changing scenes of life, the Lord is at 
our side as a mighty hero to deliver us. We must not give up because God is with us always. Let us make 
good use of this Holy Week in our life to accept Christ’s gracious invitation to drop our old ways and to 
take the Christ way which leads to forgiveness, healing, and eternal life. In moments of trials and 
challenges, may we not lose identity out of fear and anxiety, but may the way of Christ to the Cross 
teach us that the solution to falsehood is not another falsehood. May our Hosanna not turn to “Crucify 
Him” before we die, “Amen”. 


