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FOUTH SUNDAY OF LENT, YEAR C 
By Fr. Moses Iyogwoya 
 
The priest today puts on a rose vestment because “Rose is lighter version of violet, 
because today the penitential violet is mixed with the white of approaching festival. 
It is part of human nature that we cannot go on being penitent for a long time, or 
we sink into a settled and insincere gloom rather than working at the definite and 
active spiritual exercise called penance.” On this fourth Sunday of Lent, we are 
challenged to return home. This call is echoed deeply in the voice of the prodigal 
son who upon coming to his senses, said to himself: “I will arise and go to my 
father.” Luke 15:18. This is because he became empty, hopeless and restless. St. 
Augustine says: “Our hearts are restless until they rest in God.” 
 
 
We see in the first reading the Israelites under the leadership of Joshua finally 
settling down in Gilgal. A new life had begun for them. Their status had changed 
from being a wandering nation to a settled people. Their freedom had been 
realized. They were no longer to feed on manna but on the fruit of the land, the 
land flowing with Milk and Honey. We can see that God belongs to heaven and 
earth, one wonders why we get so selfish that we do not want to share the 
resources entrusted to us, why don’t we want to forgive? We must know that we 
too are on a journey through a desert towards heaven. Think about the problems 
our world is facing, listen to the news and you cannot but realize that we are in a 
desert. We should not be carried away with what this passing world can offer.  
 

The second reading focuses on the theme of reconciliation with God. We are called 
to a new life of rebirth in Christ Jesus. This reconciliation is not as a result of our 
good will, but rather the work of God who initiates the order to restore peace in 
our body. Paul calls on the Corinthians as he calls on us today to be reconciled to 
God by opening our hearts to the message he is announcing to us. 
 
The Gospel reading presents the prodigal son; the younger son asked his father for 
his own share of the inheritance. This request is a lack of respect for the father and 
an “I don’t care attitude” whether the father was alive or dead, it is a taboo. 
Nevertheless, the father obliged him, but after squandering the money in a life of 
debauchery, there came famine, and he couldn’t cope with the situation. He had 
to hire himself out to feed pigs. This showed the depths to which he had fallen. 
After examination of conscience, he took the decision to return to his father’s 
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house. He was lavishly welcomed back by his father. Instead of rebuke he was 
properly clothed, and a banquet was organized in his honor.  
 
The elder brother was not pleased with it, he wanted his father to avenge. The 
father was kind enough to realize that it was not only the junior son that needed a 
reconciliation, but they were both renewed. There is need for reconciliation with 
both God and people for there to be a new life in our world in distress. With sincere 
work at reconciliation we will “taste and see that the Lord is good.” We would be 
rescued from our distress and given a new lease of life. Many of us are like the elder 
brother, some of us are the poisons in the hearts of those who truly want to forgive 
and move on with their lives. We give them reasons to revenge, to fight back or 
punish whoever has offended them. We tell our friends not to forgive their husband 
or the wife, but to teach him or her a lesson. This should never be our attitude 
because we are called to be ambassadors of Christ, ministers of reconciliation and 
not of vengeance and war. We should not forget that “in Christ, God was reconciling 
the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to 
us the message of reconciliation,” 2 Cor. 5:20. 
 
Jesus’ death on the Cross was as a result of the unconditional love and mercy of 
God; he came to forgive the sins of humanity and restore the broken relationship 
between God and humanity. Having been shown such unmerited love, we in turn 
are to foster love, joy, and peace in our relationships both outside and in our 
families. This reading recalls the life Grammy award winner Marvin Gaye that 
ended in tragedy on April 1, 1983. He was shot to death by his own father. Gaye's 
close friend David Ritz wrote Gaye's biography a year later. He called it Divided Soul. 
Gaye was indeed a divided soul. He was part artist and part entertainer, part sinner 
and part saint, part macho man and part gentleman. Gaye's childhood was 
tormented by cruelty inflicted upon him by his father. Commenting on the effect 
this had on Gaye, Ritz says: "He really believed in Jesus a lot, but he could never 
apply the teaching of Jesus on forgiveness to his own father. In the end it destroyed 
them both." 
 
 
The call for reconciliation and forgiveness becomes more imperative, especially 
when we consider the abuse, revenge, division, and brokenness that have plagued 
many families and homes today. The problem stems from the fact that many times 
we assume a self-righteous posture which makes us judgmental. We fail to exercise 
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empathy and so we become rigid and insensitive to other people’s feelings and 
needs. We like to apportion blame on others instead of accepting that we can be 
in the wrong. However, we can begin to turn things around when we act as the 
merciful one; when  we run out toward the weak in order to welcome them home; 
when with the heart of the merciful Father we treat everyone with gentleness, 
compassion, understanding and love even when such persons may have caused us 
pain or brought shame to the family; when we give second chances, third 
chances,… when we accommodate the sick and weak.  
 
 
 
 


