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SIXTH SUNDAY, YEAR C 
By Fr. Moses Iyogwoya, 
 
Our readings today call for total trust in God even when all is not well; even when 
we are out of job, or poor, weeping, hated by others, persecuted and let down by 
those in power. The beatitudes, the Sermon on the Mount is the most 
representative passage in the Gospel, it contains the Gospel's core message.  
 
The first reading calls for a total trust in God, there is a sharp contrast between 
those who trust in God and those who trust in man or woman. A blessing is placed 
on him who makes a choice for God: “He is like a tree planted by water, that sends 
out its root by the stream…” On the other hand, a curse is placed on those who put 
their trust in man: “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his 
strength…” It is true, in the sense that people tend to disappoint us just when we 
need them the most. Jeremiah explains this disappointment with the analogy of a 
person who dwells in the parched places of a wilderness. The responsorial psalm 
goes along the same lines as the first reading: “Blessed is the man who has placed 
his trust in the Lord.” 
 
The second reading tells us about the result of our trust in God. We are going to 
share in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ if we remain faithful to the end. The 
challenges and the contradictory times in which we live are no excuse for us to turn 
aside from God. It is necessary that we give credible and effective witness to our 
faith and what we believe.    
 

The Gospel reading gives us Luke’s version of the Beatitudes. Matthew’s version 
looks at the Beatitudes from a spiritual standpoint, Luke looks at it from what was 
on the ground. A blessing is pronounced on those who are poor, hungry, who weep, 
who are persecuted. It is not the case that these situations will make one a 
candidate for heaven. It is rather the case that one in these situations has the 
disposition to trust more in God. On the other hand, a curse is placed on those who 
are full, who laugh, who are well spoken of. It does not mean that the rich are going 
to hell, rather it depends on how one trust in God and his commandments. The 
point is that whether one is comfortable in the world’s goods or not, one should 
always identify with God, make a choice for him. 
 
Jesus’ use of the poor is based on the ancient usage and not our present-day usage 
of the poor as destitute. Jesus is not asking us to be destitute, we must try to make 
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sure to eradicate poverty in our society. Jesus does not approve of poverty, 
homelessness and slums in our cities and towns. The word poor was used in four 
different categories in the Biblical time: first, to people who lack material things, 
second, to people who were helpless and without power or influence in the society, 
third, to those who were exploited and oppressed, because these people were 
feeling helpless and with no one to turn to, so they put their trust in God in every 
situation. Therefore, Jesus was referring to people without wealth, without 
influence, without protection, those who now realized that they cannot depend on 
things of this world for happiness. 
 
Sometimes life conditions might convince us that we are less fortunate or more 
blessed than others. But if we focus on Jesus, we will begin to appreciate our true 
situation and with the help of God we can do something about it. The common 
belief in the time of Jesus, maybe in our time, was that to have lots of wealth, plenty 
to eat, pleasure, honor and power was a sure sign that God had blessed a person. 
On the other hand, to be poor, hungry, sorrowing, and ostracized were sure signs 
of a curse. For Jesus, such a perspective of life is myopic and misleading. He opened 
the eyes of the poor, hungry, sorrowing, and persecuted to appreciate the truth 
that they were blessed. On the flip side, woe to those who were filled up with the 
self and enjoying wealth, power, honor, and laughter. 
 

Today we may be needy, sorrowing, sick, reviled, and disregarded. But our situation 
will not remain the same forever. Our story can change by the grace of God. Wealth 
and honor are desirable, nonetheless, we should keep in mind that our true 
blessedness does not depend merely on the socio-economic conditions of our life. 
Our true blessedness rather comes from the fact that through all the changing 
scenes of life, in poverty or riches, sorrow or joy, full or empty, sick or healthy, we 
recognize that God is in charge to fulfill the best plan for our well-being. Also, our 
true blessedness comes from our recognition of the weak, needy, destitute, sick, 
suffering, and outcast in our midst as truly God’s children and our sincere endeavor 
to help them out. We are truly blessed when we learn to trust God in all situations, 
keep praying, and never lose hope in Jesus. 
 
We are called to a life of joy, happiness, and a total trust in God. Jesus is telling us 
today, blessed are those who realized that they cannot depend on the material 
things of this world to be happy, those who trust and surrender to God. We must 
surrender to God like a child or an aged person, who depends on and trusts in the 
caregiver. Let’s look at the story of Lois Olson who contracted polio when she was 
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ten years old, the entire part of her lower body was in cast. One night a tornado 
struck her house, she was helpless, but she couldn’t move. All she could do was 
stay put, just then she saw her father at the door. He carried her with the heavy 
cast with shaking hand to safety in the basement. She said that she saw the great 
sweat on the forehead and the blood vessels bulge out of as the father struggle to 
take her to safety. That is exactly what God does for us if we are prepared to let 
him. 
 


