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SECOND SUNDAY, YEAR C 
By Fr. Moses Iyogwoya 
 
Someone once asked this question, “What is the greatest love between two 
people? Is it the love of a mother and her child?” the response was, “No, it is the 
love binding together the bride and the bridegroom.” God uses this image of 
conjugal love in our first reading to describe his great affection for the people of 
Israel. The people of Israel were in exile because they had failed to be faithful to 
their covenant with God. The city of Jerusalem had been destroyed and abandoned. 
God is set to restore things for his people. It would not be out of place for us to say 
that the kind of relationship that should exist between us and God should be 
nothing less of a marital union. It is a sacrifice to be unmarried, but the worst thing 
that can ever happen to us, is not to be in a relationship with God. We should yearn 
for God. St. Augustine would say: “Our hearts are restless until they find rest in 
God.” 
  
The second reading highlights the different gifts within the Christian community. 
With the Paschal Mystery and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit we have been 
renewed and these gifts have been bestowed on us. These gifts are to be placed at 
the service of the family of the Church for the building up of God’s Kingdom. Jesus 
laid down his life in selflessness for the salvation of us all. We, like Jesus should use 
our gifts selflessly to benefit the community of the people of God. 
 
The Gospel reading presents us with the first miracle of Jesus at a wedding at Cana 
in Galilee. By the fact of the Incarnation of the Son of God, heaven was wedded to 
earth. He had come to make right the relationship between God and us that was 
derailed by the sin of our first parents. By this miracle, Jesus set in motion the 
restoration spoken by Isaiah in the first reading. Jesus Christ is our new wine, there 
is this saying that ‘Wine is a symbol of the joy of life’. Jesus, thus, is the joy of our 
life. It is he who sweetens our life, and when our life hits the rocks, it is he who 
restores us to joy and peace. It is he who gives us a new name and changes our 
song of mourning into a song of praise. This sign that Jesus performed is to reveal 
his glory and the nature of the Father’s kingdom. Wine as the source of joy on the 
feast, shortage of it meant not just an embarrassment to the couple and their 
families, but also a total disruption of the marriage feast. With Mary’s intercession 
and at Jesus' command, the jars that stood empty of water became containers of 
sweet and abundant wine for everyone. 
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The wedding feast does not only prove the authenticity of Mary’s true Motherhood 
of God, but it also explains why we Catholics are devoted and should be devoted to 
Mary. This miracle brought out the Beauty of Marriage in God’s plan for humanity. 
Just imagine, there were many people waiting to hear God’s words; many waiting 
for healing from sicknesses and diseases; many suffering under various attacks and 
oppression of demons; but Jesus starts his ministry at a wedding! This should teach 
us how much God values the institution of marriage. Jesus tells us: “From the 
beginning of creation, God made them male and female. For this reason, a man 
shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh…. What therefore God has joined together, let not man put 
asunder” Mark 10:6-9. Marriage is God’s plan and design for us to find happiness and 
fulfillment in life as well as provide the best atmosphere for the upbringing of 
children.  
 
Mother Mary has shown us whom to turn to for renewal and for new wine. At the 
beginning of Jesus’ ministry, he gave us wine made from water. At the end of his 
mission Jesus gives us the gift of himself transformed in Bread and Wine as the 
meal of the new covenant. Let us bend our knees before him in prayer and let us 
ask his mother Mary to intercede on our behalf. He will be there to spice up our 
marriage and family life when they get boring. When we get tired, weak, and worn 
out, he replenishes those lost energies. The old wines of hopelessness, 
helplessness, fruitlessness, failure, carelessness, acrimony, and confusion which 
characterize our marriage and family life, education, business, and Church must 
give way to the new wines of hope, fruitfulness, care, joy, and peace of Christ.  
 
In truth, the shortage of wine represents our human imperfection, it represents the 
challenges and sad moments we often experience in marriage and even in our 
relationship with God. So long as we are not perfect, we are bound to run short of 
wine, there would be moments of quarrels, disagreement and tension, there would 
be moments we would consider quitting thinking the end has come, but so long as 
Jesus is still with us, we have no reason to fear because we have a MOTHER. When 
this couple ran out of wine, there was some panic and confusion among those 
serving the guests. As they were preparing for the worst, Mary stepped in and 
quickly she went to Jesus to request: “They have no wine.” Mary could have kept 
quiet since no one asked her to do anything about the situation, but she is 
compassionate. Like she ran to help Elizabeth when she heard she was six months 
pregnant in her old age, Mary always comes to our aid when she perceives our 
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needs. The couple did not ask Mary for help, yet she did this for them, it therefore 
follows that she will always obtain help for us from her Son, but we must invite her 
into our home or heart, just imagine the disgrace if Mary was not invited! Jesus 
cannot abandon his own, when we invite Jesus into our heart, our home and place 
of work he will change all burden and unpleasant situation unto good for us just as 
he changes water into wine for the wedding couple. He averted a very disgraceful 
situation for them. We may be having more than enough crosses to carry now; 
sickness, loss of loved ones, family members who have turned away from the faith, 
lots of strife in the family that used to be peaceful and respected and admired by 
everyone, the list can go on and on. Dear friends, all this is happening because we 
are carrying our burden alone. We should allow Jesus to change our present crisis 
and problems into joy. The cross was an instrument of pain and torture, but Jesus 
turned it into an instrument of salvation, joy, and happiness. He is saying to us 
today, “Come to me all who are weary and burdened and I will give you rest,” Matt 

11:28. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


